Function:
 Generic: The Barthel Index is a well-documented and recognized measure of function, The Functional Independence Measure (FIM) is a well documented and recognized multidimensional functional status tool designed originally for neurological patients and now for all rehabilitation diagnostic groups. Search strategy for identification of studies: University of Strathclyde's RECAL database and Medline. Conclusion: Several outcome measures are being utilized, but there is no gold standard and little agreement on which one should be used and when appropriate to use. However, there are some measures in this review that have proven reliability and validity and seem relatively easy to use. Given the complexity of many of the studies, it is unlikely that clinicians will use the research findings to assist in making an informed choice of outcome measures. They are simply too difficult to read. Terminology is inconsistent and can be confusing; a lexicon of terms is urgently required. For measuring mobility, the ease and objectivity of a timed walking test is appealing.
